What does “Bleed’” mean?

Example 1

Of all the questions we get asked in a given
week, questions about "Bleed" are definitely the Nick Clevenger, AIA, NCARB

most common. In printing, the term "Bleed" ﬁijgi':;;etg’;;gk“;‘;':‘t‘ﬁi"rscom

means that the ink coverage extends all the

way to the edge of the paper. J M K

To illustrate, look at the business card shown as

Example 1. The ink on this card Bleeds on three
sides - left, right and bottom. This is because the =
ink is touching these three edges of the business Ink Bleeds on Leff, Right & Bottom edges.
card. The ink coverage does not touch the top
edge of the card, therefore the ink on this card
does not Bleed at the top.

Example 2
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Now look at Example 2. This card Bleeds on all . AT

four sides because the ink coverage extends to e e ST
all four edges. This is called a Full Bleed. :
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Finally, we have Example 3. Notice that no ink

15 Peters Canyon, Suite 200

coverage extends to any of this card's edges. Irvine, CA 92606
This means the ink on this card does NOT Bleed.

Ink Bleeds on all four edges. (Full Bleed)
In Most cases, to produce a printed piece with

a Bleed, the printer must print the artwork on Example 3

paper that is larger than the actual size desired.

Then the larger paper is timmed down to its G3.P LC

final size. Marc BOILLOT Alliance
Chairman
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Understanding Bleeds is important because it Tour Winterthur
affects the way the original artwork file must be 92085 Paris la Défense Cedex
set up. To create a bleed, the artwork must be

Ink does NOT Bleed.
designed to be larger than the final cut size. i does e

In the case of a 3.5” x 2” business card with full bleed, the artwork is designed to mea-
sure 3.75" x 2.25". This is so the artwork extends .125" (1/8") beyond each edge that will
get trimmed off. This ensures that no white area shows at the edge of the card affer
trimming.

Remember Bleeds in the Original Set Up.

Bleeds must be set up correctly by the designer in the original artwork file. This is
bbecause if the printer tries to "stretch" the artwork so that it extends enough to allow for
trimming (or folding in the case of envelopes), it can distort the intended design and
also move text or other components closer to the edge than intended. Also, the
designer must consider the amount of the design that will be trimmed off with the paper
so that the final result comes out as expected.

Still not sure about Bleeds? Give us a call if you have any other questions. GRAPHICS
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